CALL FOR PAPERS

The Institute of History of the Czech Academy of Sciences
and the Department of Geomatics, Faculty of Civil Engineering,
Czech Technical University in Prague (CTU)
invite proposals for contributions to the conference

Borders

as a Cultural and Historical Phenomenon

When:
Thursday, 12 November 2026

Where:
Institute of History of the Czech Academy of Sciences,
Prosecka 809/76,190 00 Prague 9

Languages:
Czech, English

Application:
https://forms.gle/NTnjFwzLvGxnmGob8

Border studies is currently a highly debated and resonant issue in a global context,
raising a number of questions across disciplines in current research. Borders can be
considered a spatio-temporal phenomenon influenced by territorial-administrative,
power, ideological, ethnic, cultural, mental, and other aspects. They arise, disappear,
intertwine, and change in perception and, with that, the role they play in social prac-
tice. Their existence may be deliberately marked in the terrain or on a map, but we
can often perceive them through the prism of different environments on both sides.
The conference, whose working languages will be Czech and English, will attempt
to outline this complex issue from an interdisciplinary perspective.
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Contributions may focus on (but are not limited to) the following topics:

1. Formation, Transformation, and Layering of Borders
O Changes in state and regional boundaries in Central Europe
O Political agreements and treaties
O Fluid and “phantom” borders

2. Materialization and Visualization of Borders
O Mapping, surveying, and geodetic techniques
O Marking borders in the landscape, visibility, symbolism, iconography
O Borders in mental maps

3. Borders as Instruments of Power: Conflict and Everyday Life
O Control, surveillance, migration regimes
O Border regions (including frontier and cross-border areas), their social and
economic dynamics
O Disputes over borders—their form and course
O People and borders (guarding, crossing, circumventing)
O Borders as symbols of human suffering

4. Representation and Imagination of Borders
O Borders in media, propaganda, and state symbolism
O Narratives about borders and statehood
O Borders as barriers, corridors, or contact zones
O Politics of emotions and resentments associated with borders

Submissions
Contributions using innovative methodology, interdisciplinary approaches, or com-
parative perspectives are especially welcome.

Deadline: Submit proposals (including an abstract of 250-500 words) through the
https://forms.gle/NTnjFwzLvGxnmGob8 by 30 April 2026.

Organizing Committee

Ing. Mgr. Michal Vokurka, Ph.D., Institute of History, Czech Academy of Sciences, v. v. .,
vokurka@hiu.cas.cz

Ing. RAZena Zimova, Ph.D, Department of Geomatics, Faculty of Civil Engineering,
Czech Technical University in Prague, zimova@fsv.cvut.cz

The conference is held as part of the project Borders as a Cultural and Historical
Phenomenon: Specification, Analysis, Comparison, and Interpretation (DH-
23P030VV030, 2023-2027, Institute of History of the Czech Academy of Sciences
and Department of Geomatics, Faculty of Civil Engineering, Czech Technical Univer-
sity in Prague), supported by the Ministry of Culture of the Czech Republic from the
NAKI Il program for applied research and development of national and cultural
identity (2023-2030). Participation in the event is free of charge.

Project website: http://hranice.namapach.cz



