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Despite the absence of cadastral survey, regardless of Joseph II‘s abortive initi-
ative, maps were proliferating in the Hungarian countryside. The large estates 
had the means to recruit their own engineers. Maps played a role in securing 
property titles, beautifying aristocratic residences and modernising agriculture. 
More surprisingly, they also accompanied experiments in peasant land regis-
tration and agrarian reform. These undertakings were most advanced in Banat, 
where Bohemian and Austrian surveyors adopted administrative and economic 
patterns from the western Habsburg Monarchy.
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